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About the Series 
Definitely Dominguita is an own-voices early 
chapter book series about a Cuban-American 
girl who loves the classics her Abuela read her 
as bedtime stories and loves to pretend. With 
two newly-found friends, Pancho Sanchez 
and Steph Williams, Dom Melendez has 
contemporary adventures while pretending 
to be characters from books like Don 
Quixote, Treasure Island, The Three 
Musketeers, and Sherlock Holmes. 

About Book 1 
The Knight of the Cape: 
Definitely Dominguita, Book 1 
By Terry Catasús Jennings 
Illustrated by Fátima Anaya 
Published by Aladdin/Simon & Schuster 
Hardcover & Paperback  

All Dominguita wants to do is read. Especially the books in Spanish 
that Abuela gave to her just before she moved away. They were classics that Abuela 
and Dominguita read together, classics her abuela brought with her all the way from 
Cuba when she was a young girl. It helps Dominguita feel like Abuela’s still there 
with her. 

One of her favorites, Don Quixote, tells of a brave knight errant who tries to do good 
deeds. Dominguita decides that she, too, will become a knight and do good deeds 
around her community, creating a grand adventure for her to share with her abuela. 
And when the class bully tells Dominguita that girls can’t be knights, Dom is 
determined to prove him wrong. With a team of new friends, can Dominguita learn 
how to be the hero of her own story? 

“While the plot is carried by Dom’s search for knightly deeds, the focus is    on the 
relationships in her vibrant Cuban American community. It’s heartwarming to see 
adults take a young girl’s knightly play seriously. Even better are the friendships she 
builds with her squire, Pancho Sanchez, and her master of the cookies, Steph, who 
walks with a brace. A charming adventure that will encourage kids to become 
knights in their own communities as well.“  —Kirkus Reviews, Starred Review 
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About the Creators 
Author Terry Catasús Jennings 
landed in the United States on 
September 11, 1961, after a short 
flight from Cuba. On September 
12th, she was enrolled in seventh 
grade in an American school. Her 
family, including her father who 
had been jailed during the Bay of 
Pigs invasion, was now in a free 
country. The only catch for 
twelve-year-old Terry was that 
she could count in English and recite the 
days of the week and the months of the year, but not much more. Often being 
the only Cuban in her school—even through college—Terry knows what it’s like to 
be the new kid on the block. She is delighted to have the opportunity, with 
Definitely Dominguita, to portray a child of immigrants who is normal—no different 
than her peers—other than she loves the classics (like Jennings did as a child) and 
thinks Cuban food rules. Explore more at TerryCJennings.com. 

Illustrator Fátima Anaya, born in the tiniest country 
of Central America, always wanted to craft stories 
celebrating the magic in the ordinary. Even before she 
could write, she started to illustrate every moment. 
This passion for drawing motivated her to achieve a 
BA in graphic design at Don Bosco University in El 
Salvador. Her inspiration comes from love, peace, 
childhood, and sometimes historical events. Explore 
more at FatimaAnaya.com 

This Guide was created by Terry Catasús Jennings 
with Cheryl Freeman, Retired Teacher from the 
Sunrise Valley Elementary School in Reston, VA. 

The Photos are of a young Terry Catasús 
Jennings. 
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